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All About The Cullinan Diamond
Which 1Is Now Being Cut
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stone which
tly prescrited by the gov

ernment of the Transvaal to King Ed- | mile wide
ward VII and s now belug cul in Ams this blue ground sprinkled with diu- | diamonds to
monds, BEvery yard of it containg pre- | mined, the enormous possibilities of this

terdam. It is by several times the larg
diamond ever [o:nd, and its vulue is cver
& milion. 1 am w ng these notes un | first six months of 1907 the output wes
the edge of the mwine irom which W was | more than & million carats.

taken. From whare ! stand I can look Tt is now only four years since ihe
right down !nto it, or vather over it, for | Mines began to be worked and sines s
it covers elghty acres, the area of a geod it han Dptu. DROUCIEC MU
sized farm, It Is known as the Premier
dlamond mine, and it is by far the lar vear in and wyear out A carnt-and-a
diamond mine in the world. On that hill | quarter dlamond makes a mighty pretiy
at the left I can see the great gear, with | engagement ring, Cut and set it would

| ats were taken from It, and during the | appreciated.

until lately,

its crushing, washing anu pu'sating ma- | be worth at least $100. This mine has | down the prices.
chines. They are fed by the caravan of | been turning out such a ring every min-

cars which are now flylng up to It over | ute. That glves you some ldea of 113

that {nclined roadway. l\-ulu»-_ The total eutput in money hus During my

The mine itself 1s black witn workmen, | been over $25,000,000, and within the past
There are 9,000 of natives at work digging | year or so it has been paying several mil-
out the ore and loading It on cars. Here | llons & year in dividends,
men are blasting, thera tl
rallroads, anl farther over
piels down into the blue ground. There
at one and of the mine are the offices
They oconsist of an iron-roofed bl
worth under 320X, ondl seem su
headquarters for a business which 1=
yloys thousands of men and 8 an out-
yut of milliony a yeir, Fartier lick are
the compounls In which the nutive work-
&:# are kept ant4r guard, and just back
of me 18 tho raillryad stution with 1ts ho-
tol and few &iyres, formiug the town of
Cullinan,

the Cullinan

Igging tun- | 1
. This Premier mine (a2 comperatively |y

new The great pipes at Kimberley, | w
'|“‘ sh belong to the De Beers company. | n

of the

ways form the ch
| supply of preclous
thirty vears almost
have come from them;
have values worth

more precious stones than all the other g

I have alreauiy el the mighty most all the diamonds now worn by man As he gat

diamond nipes of K

which bored its way up out of the bowels 1802, As I have sald, It has already pro- | He replied
of the earth through the hardest of rock, duced over $25.000000: and its size Is so “Diamonds

and left there & deposit of blue ground epnormous that it is bound to sericusly | exist In this reglon.
| ered here years ago,
claim had been pegged out and floated
mile downward, and they find that the touched. It is helng worked aimost on | at a eapitalization of £150,000 only & short
diamonds are as thick at the ooflom a8 the surface: and it Is estimated that at | distance from

sprinkled with diamonds. Some of fhne affect the dlamond markat of the future
Kimberley pipes have been tested half . 8o far the mine has scarcely been

they were at the top. This mine here is the presenc rate it will fake twenty yedrs | About four
of the same formation, save that the plpe to get out the blue ground down to 2! this valley
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a. is so large that all the De Beers' n.ines depth of 3550 feet,
nan | co uld be put inside it and have room for | bered that the

1d

Is now well outlined, | feet, and that the De Beers [s now more
It is & halt mile long and a guarter of a | than 2,000 feet
Within it there I nothing but | shows any diminution

clous stones. In 1806 more than 9,00 car- | mighty elghty-acre diamond pipe can be

1 understand that the De Beers com-
pany rather sneered at the Premler mine,
and that they
diemonds did not compare with those of

at the | Kimberley in thelir brilliancy.
rate of o carat and a quarter per minute | less within the past two months the two
for every minute of every day and night, | companies have entered
agrecment by which the dlamond output
fe so restricted as to not flood the world
with preclous stones

into a working

A Chat With the Diamond King.

the man who discoverad
this mighty dlamond pipe and from whom

T. M. Cullinan,

PR T 2 i veure ago he had only &
wre luying | The Premier vs. the DeBeers. dollars, {;:zn he is now worth ten or fifteen
s, and
5 diamond He Is the chalr-
ve been worked for more than a gene- | mine, and he
riatlon, and until this mine was diScov- | tiie at the works,
ered it was believed that they would &l- more like a miner than a millionaire.
f source of the world’'s | j= &4 well-built
tones, For the past | and s the picture of health.
ull of our diamonds | qurk complexion and dark halr and cyes.
and they still ' His forehead Is broad,
idreds of milllons | gng his lower jaw heavy,

man of 5 years of age,

his nose straight,
showing deter-

of dollars in sight. They have produced mination and grit.
ed life poor

" ' : : and that some of his
fThe World's Biggest Diamond Mine. ,.inec of the world put together: and al- | first mones was made a8 a brickiayer,

: little ahead he became a
'y from which, eame from Kimberley or thereaBouts. pcontractor® and as such had & series of
until lately, 85 per cent of the world's The product has sold for something llke | ups and downs which left him at the age
dliamonds came. I have told you how  $G0,000,000, of fifty worth
each of them was made by a voleano The Premier mine was discovered In | him how he had made his great strike.

perhaps $60,000.

long known to
They were discov-
and one alluvial

where the Premlier
vears ago [ was looking
prospecting for diamonds,

T. M. CULLINAN,

3ig

farm. He paid only £500 for it and ha
got £52,00, He refused to glve me an
option on the property at £1#0,000, allow-
Ing me three months to pruspect to see
whether | would take it or not. He after-
ward sold another farm, which cost him
less than this, for £100,000, so that al-
together he realized about £800,000 of your
money for his lands. Nevertheless, not-
withstanding his wealth, he still sticks to
his mud hut."
The Premier Mine.

1 asked Mr. Cullinan to tell me some-
thing about the Premier mine. He re-
plied:

“It is so big that we really cannot say
just how big it is, The pipe has an area
of about eighty acres. It s shaped some-
what Ilke a pear, and the walls are al-
most vertical. We have already sunk
diamond drills to a depth of a thousand
feet, and have found dlamonds in the
blue all the way down. We do not know
how muech farther the pipe extends, but
probably to a great depth.”

“How about the guality of your dia-
monds? *'

“It is good and it improves as we go
down. The diamonds of the Premler
mine are unusually large, The great
Cullinan weighs over thrae thousand
carats, and we have discovered a num-
ber of three or four hundred carats
each, We found one the other day
which looked to me a8 though it had
been chipped off the Cullinan.'

“Will vou not soon flood the world
with diamonds if you keep on at this
rate?"

“T think mnot. Whenever times are |

good the demand increases and the peo-
ple who buy such things are more nu-
merous every year. The Japanese are
now coming Into the market, and within
recent vears vou Amerleans have been
buying more than ever before. There 18
a temporary slump at present on ac-
count of the ho.rd times, but that will
PASS AWAY nnd you will want more than
ever."

“Do you not think it would pay to
echeaper the prices?’

“No. T think the high prices are to a
Ilarge extent the cause of the demand.
Make dlamonds as cheap as glass and
no one would wear them."

Finding the Cullinan.

During my stay here I have seen mod-
elg of the Culllnan dlamond made of
crystal and have talked with Mr. Cul-

; With the. great diamond in his hand.

| found several leads with good Indications

| and they all seemel to go toward this

polnt.
The property then Lelonged to a Dutch-

| man who had someching like 1500 acres

| of land. Fie was using it for stock rals-
| ing and was renting out small patches to
| the natlves about. He knew of the possi-
bilities of diamonds belng found in the
land, and he made his price accordingly.
He refused to sell except as a whole and
that for a lump sum of £(0,000, or about
$260,000 in American money, I had pros-
pected enough to know that ¢he ground
contained dlamonds, and I had no doubt
but that the mine could be floated to
pay a good profit on the above jrice, I
therefore put In my own money and in-
duced others to join me. VWa then bought
the farm and the result is tha Premier.”

“Had you any idea of tha encimiius
ros: ‘bilitles of the property?” I asked.

“No, My wildezt dream did not reach
the conceptions of this biggest dlamond
mine of the world and of the discovery
of the largest dlamond ever known. 1
thought there might be n diamond pipe
somewhere upon the farm, and .I was
pretty sure that the land contained
encugh alluvial diamonds to give us our
money back, even it no pipe was dls-
| covered.”

“What was your original capital?’

“It was just the sama that it Is today;
namely, £80,000. Of this we pald £52,000
to Prinstoo, the Dutchman who owned
the land, and used the balanoe as a
working capital.”

“And what hecame of the Dutohman?’

“He {s still l.hrlhl in a little mud htlt
not far from here,” replied Mr.
‘“He §ood bargain

linan about it and also with the miner
who dlscovered it. The diamond is just
about as big as my fist. It Is almost the
glze of & glass tumbler, and !t welghs
over one and one-third pounds, Jt fs
about four inches long, two and one-
half inches thick and about two Inches
wide, If you can imagine a chunk of
gluss of Irregular shape welghing about
twenty ounces you may have some idea
of the shape and asize of this, the great-
est of all dlamonds,

The stone was discovered by Mr. F,
Wells, the mine overseer of the Premier,
He was superintending the work as 1
wallted through the diggings today. 1
asked hlm some questions as to his great
find, Sald he:

“We discovered the Culllnan diamond
on the 2th of January, 104 I had a
gang of natives working not far from the

gurface and had been taking out good
stuff all day. The sun was just settlng
and we were about to knock off when I
saw something white and sparkling lying
on a slope of the bBlue. The rays of the

| getting sun caught it and it looked llko
| fire. I took up & plek and rushed to the

spot.  The earth was already léose about

at my discovery, 1 ran with it across tha
mine to tha office, burst into the man-
a;er‘lmmlndlalddownthomnehe-

mond of the world had been found."
A Costly Mail Packange.
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center of the plps, Wo had gone down |
to a depth of about five feet from the

the stone and in a ghort time It was in
my hand, 1 was 80 blg that I was dazed.

fore Mr. McHardy and Mr. Cullinan.
They were as much astonished as myseif. '
We then welghed It and the next day the |
word was sent ont that the biggest dla-
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responsibility of carrying something as
blg as your flat, so small that you couid
put it in your cont pocket and weighing
little over a pound, worth a million dol-

lars or so from Pretorla, South Africa,

to London. It weuld be a brave man who
would risk it without a guard, and if u
thief could get hold of it it might be

easily smuggled and carrier away. Nev-'|
ertheless the dlamond got to London and !
that without guanls of any kind, save |

those of his majesty’'s tanlls, It was put
up as a package, registered and sent by
parcel post. 1 asked Mr. Culllnan If he

was not afrald to risk so much in that !

way. He replied;

“I don't know of anything that could
be safer. No one knew what was In the!

package, and It was carried with less
damage by maell thap had it been guarded
by soldiers.”

I understand, however, that the stone |

was insured for two million dollars, al-
though the government received less than
thirty cents for carying It, and the maxl-
mum amount which eould have béen re-
covered from it in case of loss was less
than ten dollars. At the same time a
dummy parcel supposed to contain the
dlamond i# said to have been ostenta-
tlously taken to Cape Town and thenca
to Bouthampton, while the real treasure
lay as an ordinary parcel In the malls,

A Royal Present.

Just how much the Cullinan - diamond
is worth no one knows. Nothing llke it
have ever been discovered and there is no
standard of comparison. It may be worth
two milllon or more. According to the
laws of the Transvaal. 0 per cent of
all the dlamonds go to the state, and the
government here had thelr @ per cent in-
terest in it, It purchased the balance of
the mine owners, and then made & pres-
ent of the dlamond to the King of Eng-
land. This was on the occasion of his
majesty's birthday last November.

After the presentation the diemond was
glven over to the authorities at Scotland
Yard and it has sinee been taken to Hol-
land to be cut. It Is now In the hands of
the great diamond-cutting establishment
of Asscher & Co., who employ five or six
hundred men in their factorles at Am-
sterdam, and who are noted for their fine
workmanship. It was this company
which cut the Hxcelslor stons, the larg-
est diamond 1y the world before the dis-
covery of the Culilnan, and it has han-
dled the best of the uncut stones diseov-

ered Iin Africa durlng the past 15 years. |

The Great Diamond Split.

I am told here that the great diamond .
has already been split and that one of the |

: By Frank G Carpcnler %
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weighs 1,000 carals. s will be made
Into a pear-shaped brilllant
r far the largest diniaord of the world.
It will take more than a vaear to cut and
polish the stone, and it is not yet known
Just how many dis
from it. The diamond
i speclal safe In the viults of the factory
and 18 guarded by the Dutch police, The
vaults have walls of cement ond iron
three-fourthe of a yard thick and the
door 18 an eight-inch plate of steel with
nine concealed :locks. The dinmond Is
tuken from the safe every morning by the
head of the firm, He is armed with a re-
volver and accompanied by ten members
of his staff, who leave him while he se-
cretly unlocks the door, The stone Is
then caried to the workroom, which was
especlally bullt for the purpose and Is
given over to a speclalist, Henrl Koe, who
does the cutting and polishing. He |8
locked in the room with the dlamond and
is not allowed to go out, even for his
meals. The polishing Is heing done on a
plate of sixteen inches in diameter, which
Is four inches wider than that used for
ordinary stones. The piate runs at a rata|
of 2,400 revolutions per minute, and the!
polishing is performed by a poste of
erushed diamonds and ofl.

and it will he

wnds will ba mada
1 Is kept st night in
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Back to the Land. |

From Charities and the Common

A real start in putting immigranis (m
the land has been made with a moru!
of Russian Jews near Hawkine, Wis., 15
miles from 8t. Paul, Minn., which is the
work of one man, John Rafflesun, why
was compelled to give up factory worll
by an accident. He took to peddling and
while going about Into the country rlé
clded to make himself a missionary fur
drawing his co-religionists out of ln
cities and back to the sofl, The new eo
ony s small, but it owns 220 acres, uol]
on long-time payments at $10 an agr
It 18 co-operative In Its plan and w
have a co-operative store. Its officers,
president, vice _president, secretary
treasurer, and all the heads of famill
git as a court In case of any diapuj
arising. Raffleson goes into Milwauk
and Sheboygan and persuades people
go out to the new colony. He has th
far succeeded In getting a nucleus
ten familles and says he wants only fo
| more &s f ‘mrtnnlnl. These people 4
working s the old ploneers worked, cleg
ing tre wad of timber and slowly b
ginning thalr plenting. They will I.T-

pleces, which will be cut and polished, | doubtadly be equully successful.
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